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NOVA SCOTIA
Sport Hall of Fame

Collections Policy

Revised: March 8, 2018

This manual is based, in part, on the Collections Management Policy for the Nova Scotia
Museum. The Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame greatly acknowledges and appreciates the
support of the Nova Scotia Museum.
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INTRODUCTION

The Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame (NSSHF) is a sport museum located in Halifax, Nova
Scotia. Through collection, research, exhibits and programs, it provides Nova Scotians,
visitors to the province and visitors to the NSSHF’s online content with an opportunity to
experience and learn about the province’s sport history through a high-quality museum.

A major resource of information used by the NSSHF to accomplish its objectives is
material evidence of Nova Scotia’s sport heritage. The NSSHF acquires representative
artifacts and archival records to be preserved for study and reference, together with
information about this material evidence. The NSSHF also has the responsibility to care
for this material and to make it accessible.

Objects or materials that are to be accessioned must fit the NSSHF mandate and must
have documentation that records information which can add to or enhance the
understanding or knowledge of Nova Scotian sport history.

As a museum, the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame meets the definitions of a museum as
set out by the International Committee of Museums (ICOM):

A museum is a non-profit, permanent institution in the service of society and its
development, open to the public, which acquires, conserves, researches,
communicates and exhibits the tangible and intangible heritage of humanity and its
environment for the purposes of education, study and enjoyment.

The management of the NSSHF collection is directed by the responsibility of the NSSHF
as a museum to present the public and scholars with access to the collection, while also
preserving the collection. Collections, their documentation, preservation, use and access
are a distinguishing feature of museums. This policy describes the policy of the NSSHF
with regards to its collection.

MANDATE

To permanently record information and achievements of historical significance to sport
in Nova Scotia;

To research, catalogue, file and make available to the general public, including without
limitation, students, writers, schools and universities, information and achievements of
historical significance to sport in Nova Scotia;



To publish books, periodicals, and other literature (both in print and online) recording
information on the achievement of sports, individuals, teams and organization of
historical significance to sport in Nova Scotia, for distribution to members to the public;

To conduct programs of education for organizations in the community, including
without limitation, schools, universities and special care homes, for the purpose of
educating the public with information and achievements of historical significance to
sport in Nova Scotia;

To maintain collections and research materials pertaining to sport in Nova Scotia and
exhibit to the public literature, artifacts, photographs and other media information of
historical significance to sport in Nova Scotia;

To recognize, honour and pay tribute to individuals, teams or organizations who have
achieved extraordinary distinction in, have given distinguished service to, and who have
made major contributions to the development and advancement of sport in Nova Scotia.
POLICY

1. ETHICS

In its collection management activities the NSSHF will be consistent with the Ethics
Guidelines as published by the Canadian Museums Association (CMA).

2. STANDARDS

Regarding its collection, the NSSHF will constantly work to ensure professionalism, will
continuously seek to maintain best practices and will always strive to uphold standards.

SCOPE OF THE COLLECTION

The collection of the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame will relate to the history of sport in
Nova Scotia in accordance with the mandate.

Collection Development

In developing the NSSHF collection the principal objectives are to acquire and care for:
- sport objects and memorabilia pertaining to Nova Scotia



- objects not occurring in Nova Scotia, but related to Nova Scotia, for study, exhibit
and educational use.

Categories

The collection can be divided into the following categories based on study, use and
storage. The numerical order of the categories does not reflect the significance of the
objects. It is simply a way of organizing the collection to best understand its contents.

Category 1:

Artifacts: all accessioned objects in the collection. These objects also include, photographs
(both hard copy and digital scans), audio/video files that have been converted from hard
copy format and “born-digital” artifacts that are digital files.

Category 2:
Working Collection Objects: objects that may or may not be part of the collection. The
primary function of these objects is to be used in public programming.

Category 3:

Research Material: objects, generally archival records, which are kept for research
purposes, but which are not originals or considered historically significant enough to be
accessioned. E.g. Newspaper clippings, books, papers which can be found in other
archives or libraries. Other than books, these objects will all be digitized and kept as
digital records only.

ACQUISITION

Approaches to Acquisitions

Planned development meets both the immediate and long-term objectives of the NSSHF.
This may require that staff specialize for periods of time in order to develop specific
collections with full documentation.

Material may be added to the collection through gifts (including bequests), purchases or
exchanges/transfers. These objects must fit the NSSHF’s mandate and collections criteria.
They must conform to all international, federal, provincial and municipal laws and
policies.



Criteria

Objects acquired for the collection will normally be complete, in good condition, and as
tully documented as possible. The decision to acquire an object is based upon a number
of factors considered individually and collectively:

- Consistency with the mandate of the NSSHF;

Is the object appropriate to the collecting mandate of the NSSHE? Specifically, is it
consistent with the historical themes and geographical area the NSSHF represents?

- Significance, such as association with an event, person, historic period or
geographic area;

Is the artifact significant because of its association with an event, person (particularly a
Hall of Famer), historical period or geographic area?

- Example to other objects of its kind;

- A duplicate of other objects in the collection;

- Physical condition/preservation state;
Does the condition of the artifact give the NSSHF the opportunity to stabilize or restore
it? Does the NSSHF have the capability to maintain, stabilize, conserve or restore the

artifact?

- Availability of human and financial resources to acquire, document, preserve and
store the artifact;

Does the NSSHF have the financial means to acquire and document the artifact and the
space to store it properly? Does the NSSHF have the financial and human resources
necessary to preserve, conserve, and restore the artifact?

- Opportunities for use within the collection;
Does the artifact fill a gap in the collection? Can the artifact be exhibited in the short

term? Intermediate term? Or long term? Does the artifact improve the quality of the
collection - does it enhance the collection?



- restrictions on use or disposition of the artifact;
Does the prospective donor or vendor own legal title to the artifact? Does its possession
or transfer contravene any existing laws and regulations? e.g. possession of firearms

require permits

Does the prospective donor or vendor own the reproduction rights (copyright) and are
those rights being gifted to the NSSHF?

- availability of documentation to support its study and use;

Is the information associated with the artifact accurate? Does this information enhance
the historical, scientific, and interpretive value of the artifact?

- attributes that make an artifact a threat to users or to other elements of the
collection;

Is the artifact explosive, poisonous or radioactive? Does the artifact display any active or
past characteristics of infestation?

- association with documented primary research undertaken in Nova Scotia;
Is the artifact related to primary research undertaken in Nova Scotia?

Approval Process & Documentation

Acquisitions will be approved by at least one designated staff member (the Museum and
Communications Coordinator). Acquisitions that do not meet all of the above criteria
must be considered by the appointed volunteer acquisitions committee before the
Museum and Communications Coordinator makes the final decision. Significant
acquisitions which may alter the NSSHF’s ability to care for the rest of its collection or
which may significantly alter the public perception of the NSSHF will be approved by the
designated staff member and by the Board of Directors. Should a member of the NSSHF
Board or staff make a donation to the NSSHF, he/she will abstain from the approval
process for that donation.

NSSHF employees will not exploit their employment position or connections to add to
their personal collections.



Every item accepted into the NSSHF collection must be documented. Any item that is
accessioned must have complete documentation that meets provincial, federal and
international collection standards.




