
Induction Night 2009 
Will be a Wow! Event

Arguably, the best Nova Scotia athletes ever to play their sports 
will be inducted Saturday, November 7th at the World Trade 

and Convention Centre.

Football’s Bruce Beaton, Mickey Fox and Brian Heaney in bas-
ketball, golfer Gordie Smith and softball player Jody Hennigar all 
set standards for every Nova Scotian to exceed. It may take time 
for anyone to do that.

In addition, after a 15-year era of American influence in Atlantic 
University basketball, eight Nova Scotians helped lead the Acadia 
Axemen 1976-77 basketball team to a national championship.

Soccer coach and administrator Roy Clements, Halifax, and 
Gus Fahey, Westville, who worked with youngsters all his life 
as an educator, coach and sport developer, will be enshrined as 
builders. 

Their names will be added to the list of sport heroes and builders 
at the Hall, located at the Halifax Metro Centre.

They were introduced at a media conference May 26th, hosted by 
selection committee chair Mark Smith.

The inductees in attendance spoke briefly, yet eloquently, about their feeling being elected to the province’s 
sport shrine.

“To become a member of this Hall where there are so many fine people inducted, and to be part of this group 
of great people, is a thrill,” said Gordie Smith. When asked about his stellar playing career, he noted he was one 
of the first Nova Scotians to venture to a bigger stage.

“I took chances and I’m glad I did,” says the current manager of Ashburn Golf and Country Club in Halifax. “I 
feel I was good enough and knew, in the back of my mind, I had the game to play on the (PGA) Tour. I probably 
would never have been a world-beater but would have kept my (playing) card. Now? I’m living in the best place 
in the world with a wonderful family.”

Mickey Fox reflected that when he arrived at Saint Mary’s 36 years ago, being elected to the Hall of Fame was 
farthest from his mind. “This is great honour,” he said.
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(See pages 4-5 for biographies and pictures of the new inductees)

Six athletes will be inducted to the Hall of Fame in 
November including Mickey Fox; Brian Heaney; 
Acadia Axemen, 1976-77 basketball, represented by Ted 
Upshaw; Gordie Smith, and Bruce Beaton. Absent from 
picture is Jody Hennigar. (Photo by Nick Pearce)



Education Program Travels Across Province

Education about Nova Scotia’s sport heroes will 
always be a major component of Nova Scotia 

Sport Hall of Fame activity.

“We will go almost anywhere anytime to spread the 
word about sport accomplishments of our provincial 
athletes, teams and builders,” says Shane Mailman, 
facility and communications manager, as he catches 
his breath after a three-day trip to Yarmouth and 
Shelburne counties and before planning a display at 
Family Expo in Halifax.

Between May 6th and 8th, Shane was at the Mariners 
Centre in Yarmouth where Sport Nova Scotia was 
holding its Milk Energy Sport Fair. The event, for 
provincial sport organizations to highlight and 
promote their respective sports, is held twice a year 
throughout the province with the next one being held 
September 22nd to 24th at Exhibition Park in Halifax.

“We filled an SUV with artefacts and material for 
our booth in Yarmouth,” says Shane. “The fair was 
totally for youth—from primary grades through high 
school—and drew more than 3,000 kids over three 
days.”

Among the attractions from the Nova Scotia Hall 
of Fame was the famous Sidney Crosby dryer, at 
which the Pittsburgh Penguins’ captain fired pucks 
as a youngster in the basement of the Crosby home. 
Yarmouth students were fascinated to see the dents 
the superstar put in the machine and continually 
asked, “Is that really the dryer?”

“We tested the children with a quiz about many of the 
artifacts and displays they saw throughout the loop of 
our display,” says Shane. “We offered a Wii skateboard 
as a prize so we encouraged them to understand and 
remember what they were seeing in our booth.”

Shane stressed having some Yarmouth County content 
in the display, including information on Yarmouth 
County inductees in the Hall of Fame, such as Sam 
Langford, Phil Scott, Penny LaRocque and Nate Bain, 
plus information on the Yarmouth Gateways baseball 
teams.

The Hall of Fame also did Education presentations 
to Yarmouth Central  Elementary School, Lockeport 
Elementary School and Evelyn Richardson Memorial 
School in Shag Bay,  site of the 1967 UFO Incident.

The Hall was represented with a booth at Family Expo 
the end of May, at Exhibition Park in Halifax.

“Thousands of people visited our display which again 
featured the dryer,” says Shane. “As the Stanley Cup 
playoffs were in full swing, there was lots of interest.”

School groups flocked to the Hall of Fame in June, 
coming from far reaches of the province. Classes 
visited from Lawrencetown Elementary, St. Mary’s 
Elementary in Aylesford, Coldbrook and District 
Elementary, Astral Drive School in Dartmouth, and 
schools from Meteghan and Barrington.

To book a group visit to the Hall, for schools or any age 
groups, contact Shane Mailman at 902-404-3339. 

Shane Mailman talks to students at Lockeport Elementary.

Students from Yarmouth County packed the Mariner Centre.



Hall Great Host for Meetings, 
Social and Media Events

More and more groups—adults and youngsters—
are having a learning experience while touring 

the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame.

Just ask Carol Goddard, executive director of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Halifax, about the 
annual general meeting and awards celebration her 
group hosted at the Hall May 26th.

“What a great place to hold a meeting. I attended a 
reception there about a month earlier and was very 
impressed with the space. Just ask Peter Halpin, Hall 
inductee in 1998 with the 1973 Saint Mary’s University 
basketball, Huskies. He hosted his son’s Citadel High 
provincial high school basketball champions at a 
reception at the Hall.

“The Hall is such a great environment,” he said. “It’s 
so visual, for the kids to see great Nova Scotia athletes, 
particularly in basketball.”

He noted team member Torres Anderson is the son of 
Hall-of-Fame boxer Rick Anderson. “It was amazing 
to see the reaction of the players to the huge picture 
of Torres’ father.”

Several other annual general meetings, media 
gatherings and receptions have been held at the Hall 
in the last couple of months.

Jody Jewers, president of the Nova Scotia Senior 
Baseball League, selected the appropriate venue to 
announce, to the media and the world, the all-time 
league all-star team.

The media conference to name the nominees for the 
annual IKON Sport Awards was held at the Hall June 
2nd, prior to the award dinner June 6th. 

The Nova Scotia Senior Baseball League recognized the top players of its 
first 30 year. Among those honoured are Darren Doucette, Dartmouth; 
Trevor Zwaan, Dartmouth; Joel Irvine, Dartmouth; Jason Bailey, 
Dartmouth; Kevin Umlah, Halifax; Craig Higgins, Truro; Ian Lockhart, 
Kentville; Kevin Matheson, Truro; and Jim Pelham, Halifax. Not pictured 
are Sandy Van Blarcom, Kentville; and Doug Simunic, Moncton/Sydney 
Mines (Photo courtesy of the N.S. Sport Hall of Fame).

Jacques Martin, then general manager of the Florida Panthers, 
announces an NHL game against Ottawa for Halifax in September 
at a press conference held at the Hall of Fame.

coNGrATulATIoNS

Congrats to Hall of Famer Pat Connolly on his impending retirement after 60 years behind the mic. He 
will remain with the Halifax Moosehead organization as a consultant.



Hall of Fame Will Welcome Eight New Inductees November 7, 2009

Bruce Beaton, from 
Port Hood, won two 

Grey Cups, was a three time 
Canadian Football League 
All-Star, and a three-time 
Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport All-Canadian while 
playing at Acadia University. 
He played in the XFL in the 
United States and had a tryout 

with Indianapolis of the NFL. Now living in Kentville, 
Bruce helps coach Acadia Axemen and develops self-
motivation and educational programs.

Mickey Fox, from New 
York City but, since 

1973, a proud Nova Scotian 
who has given tremendously 
to the community as a teach-
er, mentor and basketball 
coach, was a member of two 
CIS champion teams at Saint 
Mary’s University, a four-time 
All-Canadian, four-time AUS all-star and twice was 
MVP at the national championships. Mickey is a 
member of the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame with 
the 1973 Saint Mary’s basketball team and is in the 
Saint Mary’s Sport Hall of Fame with the 1973 team 
and as an individual athlete. A deadly shooter from 
inside and outside, before the advent of the three-
point shot, Mickey was drafted twice by NBA reams 
(Detroit and Portland), he teaches in the Halifax 
Regional Municipality School Board system.

Brian Heaney, Acadia 
basketball star in the 

1960s, held all school of-
fensive records when he left 
Acadia, holds the AUS single 
game scoring record of 74 
points (prior to the three-point 
basket), and his scoring aver-
age of 34.1 ppg in 1967-68 is 
still tops in the AUS. He was 

a two-time All-Canadian, and is the first person to 
win national basketball titles as a player (Acadia 1965) 

and coach (Saint Mary’s 1973). The Rockaway Beach, 
N.Y. native, settled in Canada in 1972 as coach at 
Saint Mary’s, coached the 1976 Canadian women’s 
Olympic team as well as men’s teams at two other 
Canadian universities, worked in private industry, 
is a television analyst and is now living in Wolfville 
as athletic director at Acadia. He’s a member of the 
Canadian Basketball Hall of Fame and the Acadia 
Sports Hall of Fame. He was drafted by, and played 
with, Baltimore Bullets of the NBA. This is his third 
induction to the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame. He’s 
a member with Acadia basketball (1965) and Saint 
Mary’s basketball (1973).

Jody Hennigar, stellar soft-
ball player from Halifax, 

was an international triple 
threat—pitcher, first base-
man and hitter—for more 
than two decades. He won 
Canadian, Pan-American and 
world championships, was a 
member of Canada’s world 
team for nine years, has been 
a five-time all-world player, five time all-Canadian in-
cluding two MVP awards, and a six-time All American 
player. He was inducted to the Canadian Softball Hall 
of Fame in 2008, three years after he retired as an ac-
tive player in 2005. He now resides in Florida.

Gordie Smith is a 
Dartmouth native who 

became the most successful 
Nova Scotian golfer ever to 
earn a PGA card. Playing out of 
Brightwood Golf and Country 
Club in Dartmouth, he won 11 
provincial championships, 18 
open invitational titles and was 
a NSGA Player of the Year. As a 

professional, he made a mark by finishing 7th at the 
1988 Canadian Open, ahead of such luminaries as Jack 
Nicklaus and Greg Norman, completing a final round 
of 67. He finished 194th on the 1988 PGA money 
list. Overall, he won 37 amateur and five professional 
tournaments. Gord is now manager of Ashburn Golf 
and Country Club in Halifax.



Hall of Fame Will Welcome Eight New Inductees November 7, 2009

Acadia Axemen bas-
ketball team of 

1976-77 won the CIS 
championship in Halifax, 
defeating Lakehead 
University 72-63 at the 
Halifax Forum. They won 
the AUS title in an 84-82 
OT thriller over UPEI. 
The team won 25 of 30 
games overall, including 

one stretch of 23 wins in 24 games, and 16 in a row. 
Ed Shannon was AUS MVP and Alvin Jessamy was an 
all-Canadian on this team with eight Nova Scotians on 
its roster including starting backcourt of Gordie West 
of Liverpool and Robert Upshaw of Lower Sackville, 
plus freshman forward Ted Upshaw of Windsor who 
would become an all-conference player. Coach Dick 
Hunt was named AUS Coach of the Year. 

Builder Roy Clements, 
head soccer coach at 

Saint Mary’s University for 
22 years, coach of countless 
champion Armed forces and 
senior teams and a former 
president of Soccer Nova 
Scotia. His Huskies win four 
AUS championships and a 
national silver medal and 
Roy was twice named AUS 
Coach of the Year. During his lifetime of soccer, and 
a coaching record of 201 wins, 80 losses and 22 ties, 
Roy created junior soccer clinics and indoor tourna-
ments. He served as president of Soccer Nova Scotia, 
provincial delegate to the Canadian Soccer Football 
Association and was Atlantic University Conference 
Soccer chair. Roy passed away in 2009.

Gus Fahey’s impact 
on sport and youth 

in the town of Westville, 
Pictou County, and the 
province of Nova Scotia 
is impressive. He began 
a 41 year coaching career 
in 1968 as an assistant 
hockey coach at Saint 
Francis Xavier University 
and has continued coaching 11 different sports and 
nearly 100 teams during the last five decades. He has 
successfully coached at the high-school level for 32 years 
and also has coached, co-coached and/or instructed 
teams in both genders to 16 NSSAF, provincial and/
or atlantic titles.   His teams have competed all across 
Canada and also in the United States sometimes for na-
tional titles against international competition.  He has 
directed and instructed hockey schools and camps in 
every rink in Pictou County as well as in other parts of 
Canada and the Tampa Bay area in the United States.

Bruce Rainnie of CBC Charlottetown and a national 
play-by-play man and host for many CBC major sport-
ing events, will be master of ceremonies.

Tickets for the 2009 Induction 
ceremony will be available in 

September at the Nova Scotia Sport 
Hall of Fame (404-3321). Cost is $25 
for adults and seniors and $10 for 
students. Children under 12 will be 
admitted free.

NoVA ScoTIA PrIDE

Joey Mullins from Glace Bay (Inductee 1980) attended the University of Nebraska and won the Big Eight 
800-metre championship in record time. Joey also won a Canadian Senior Championship in the 880 and 

400. In 1956, he set the high school WORLD RECORD in the indoor 600-metre race in Maine.



Stellar MC Bruce Rainnie (left) interviews Brent 
McGrath, owner and trainer of harness horse 
Somebeachsomewhere. (Photo by Heather Lee)

Multi ECMA winner, Lennie Gallant, entertains with 
one of his hit songs at the Gold Club Spring Dinner. 
(Photo by Heather Lee)

Gold club Spring Dinner Spectacular

Laughs filled the room as entrepreneur Ron Joyce 
took over the mike from effervescent MC Bruce 

Rainnie and conducted a questionless interview of 
himself.

Attendees sat in 
awe as young ath-
letes Dartmouth’s 
Justine Colley (bas-
ketball phenom at-
tending Saint Mary’s 
University in the fall) 
and Halifax’s James 
Sheppard (budding 
NHL superstar with 
Minnesota Wild) eas-
ily answered Bruce’s 
questions about their 
burgeoning sports 
careers.

And the audience was enthralled as owner Brent 
McGrath talked of his harness racing horse, 
Somebeachsomewhere, winning $3.5 million dollars in 
a 20-race career (19 wins and a close second) that started 
as a $40,000 investment. They roared when McGrath 
said the horse was now standing at stud “breeding 160 
mares in the US this year along with another 100 in 
Australia.” 

He compared Somebeachsomewhere to the best horses 
ever to compete. “When he wins $185,000 per start 

and runs 16 times under 1:50—including a world 
pacing record of 1:46.4—no one ever did that,” said 
McGrath.

The 6th annual Hall of Fame Gold Club 
spring dinner drew more than 150 people 
to the WTCC June 4th. Members, friends 
and Nova Scotia’s Hall of Fame athletes and 
builders were sprinkled throughout the room 
to hear pearls of wisdom from the special 
guests and to mingle with each other in a 
glorious networking opportunity. 

Joyce, the Tatamagouche-born former police-
man and founder of the Tim Horton’s opera-
tion and developer of Fox Harb’r Resort, qui-
etly told his philosophy on business and life.

“Keep your eye upon the doughnut, not upon 
the hole,” he said, reflecting how blessed he is 
to be receiving more inward satisfaction from 
what he does for charity than he ever could 
give.

He stressed how the Fox Harb’r Resort in Tatamagouche 
is thought to be exclusive “but I built it to bring people 
to Nova Scotia. If we didn’t build it, would people like 
Tiger Woods (scheduled to play there June 25th in a char-
ity event) come to Nova Scotia? (The world’s greatest 
golfer) rarely plays in our country but he’s coming to 
Fox Harb’r. I’m pretty proud of that.”

James Sheppard (51) a guest at the Gold Club Spring 
Dinner, faces off against Cole Harbour’s Sidney Crosby 
in the first NHL game they played against each other. 
NHL.com says Sidney won the faceoff. James claims he 
did. (Photo credit Megan Sheppard)



Yarmouth Sport Hall of Fame in Great Shape

Gloria Goodwin has just stepped down as president 
of the Yarmouth Town and County Sports 

Heritage Association, but the passion is in her voice as 
she talks about its progress.

“We purchased our facility a year ago (April 1, 2008 
at 435 Main Street in Yarmouth) and, with help from 
the government, have our mortgage paid way down, 
are wheelchair accessible and are in good shape.”

She says many people from the area, plus Canadian 
tourists with connections to the Hall of Fame, have 
visited and will do so all summer when the centre 
is open Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
From September to May, the Hall is totally run by 
volunteers from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. daily.

“We have a grant to hire students for the June-July-
August period and, if we get a renewal on the Acadian 
First Nations funding we had last year, we’ll be able 
to hire another student for 21 hours a week that will 
allow us to be open Saturday and Sunday, too.”

There are 95 inductees in the Hall, the most recent 
group being enshrined May 2, 2009. New members 
are soccer builder Richard desVignes, 2005-06 
Yarmouth High mixed curling team that won two 
consecutive Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation 
championships, swimmer Mike Gorman, triathlete 
Cindy Nickerson and paralympic swimmer Stacey 
Messervey.

The next induction night is scheduled for May 2010.

Hall of Famer Honoured Again

Athlete inductee Steve Pound (1980   
Acadia Axemen basketball team) will 

enter the New England Basketball Hall 
of Fame October 9th in Rhode Island.

Pound, a graduate of Stearns High School 
in Millinocket, Maine, is being inducted 
in the high school category, one of four 
inductees from Maine. The guard led the 
United States in scoring in 1968 with a 

40 pts. per game average. Stearns won 
the state championship that year.

He holds the Maine high school single 
game scoring record of 68 points and 
was named a high-school All-American. 
Though recruited by more than 20 
American colleges, he chose Acadia, 
where his Axemen won the 1971 CIS 
championship.

Nova Scotians in the Stanley cup Playoffs

The NHL’s Stanley Cup playoffs have been over 
for a few weeks but memories linger for Nova 

Scotia hockey fans.

Five natives of this province, including two inductees, 
participated in the 2009 playoffs 

On the ice were Cole Harbour’s Sidney Crosby of 
Stanley Cup champion Pittsburgh, Jody Shelley of 

Yarmouth (San Jose) and Colin White from New 
Glasgow (New Jersey).

Behind team benches were Rick Bowness (athlete 
inductee 1997 from Halifax), assistant coach of 
Vancouver, and Paul MacLean (athlete inductee 1995 
from Antigonish), assistant coach of Detroit Red 
Wings, 2008 Stanley Cup winners.

coNGrATulATIoNS

Congrats to Hall of Famer and now retired NHL referee Don Koharski who recently won the Ron 
Foxcroft Award for officiating excellence in professional sport through Sports Officials Canada.



 
 































 
 
 

 
 
 

                        



To reserve your nexT MeeTing, evenT, or recepTion, conTacT:
The Nova ScoTia SporT hall of fame

902.404.3321  •  eMail: halloffameevents@eastlink.ca

 www.nsshf.com

DoeS YouR CompANY BeloNg
 in the 

SpoRT HAll oF FAme?

the new executive Boardroom

 State of the art audio visual  Teleconferencing
 One great price, all inclusive  Seating up to 16
 In the heart of downtown Halifax  Full wireless internet

 the theatre the Sport Simulator the Facility

Designed by Office Interiors


