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Passing the Torch:
CEO Bill Robinson Retires after 34 years
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After 34 years, Bill 
Robinson is retiring 
this month as Chief 

Executive Officer of the Nova 
Scotia Sport Hall of Fame.
 For the Hall of Fame 
and Robinson, what a ride it’s 
been! 
 In October 1983, 
Robinson moved to Halifax 
after spending eight years in 
Ottawa as head of the Canadian 
Amateur Football Association 
at Sport Canada, and as a 
member of the 1976 Grey 
Cup champion Ottawa Rough 
Riders.
 The Toronto native 
had been an All-Star MVP 
quarterback at Saint Mary’s 
and, in 1973, led the Huskies to 
the Atlantic University Football 
Conference’s first Vanier Cup 
national championship. 

 It was also in Halifax 
where the business graduate 
met his Cape Breton-born wife, 
Barbara-Jo, and established a 
ton of university friends, which 
made his decision to move back 
an easy one.
 October 1st, 1983, was 
Robinson’s first day as the first 
Executive Director and full-
time staff member of the Nova 
Scotia Sport Heritage Centre. 
That day, he walked into a large 
room in the Brewery Market, 
which would be the Hall’s new 
home. There he found a floor 
full of framed pictures, a few 
empty showcases and a storage 
room crammed with boxes 
of trophies and artifacts. The 
office had one desk and one 
chair. And Robinson, his own 
receptionist and secretary, 
couldn’t type! 
 The Hall of Fame today 
is very successful in its new 
home at Scotiabank Centre, 

which, with free admission, 
attracts close to 70,000 visitors 
annually. With financial 
security, the programs continue 
to flourish; the displays, 
online availability of historical 
information and research 
opportunities are outstanding; 
the province-wide education 
program motivates our youth; 
and the first-class Induction 
Awards Night honours 
deserving Nova Scotians, 
chosen through the most 
transparent selection process 
anywhere. 

“how fortunate I 
have been to have 
experIenced so many 
wonderful people 
and to be part of an 
organIzatIon that 
promotes amazIng nova 
scotIans”

By Joel Jacobson

Fred Mounce Jim Bayer Bill 1984
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How did it happen? It’s 
all about the money!
 Robinson knew 

the Hall of Fame required funds 
to operate. Dorothy Walker-
Robbins, the board chair 
who hired Robinson, was the 
visionary and driving force to 
establish a permanent location, 
knowing Robinson would be 
the man to make it work. He 
started raising money through 
auctions, celebrity roasts, slow 
pitch tournaments, corporate 
celebrity luncheons and flea 

markets. That led to golf events 
such as the Digby Golf Classic 
for 26 years, the Hall of Fame 
Golf Tournament now in its 
23rd year, and the Fox Harb’r 
Invitational. 
 Robinson’s business 
and sport background fostered 
the start of event management 
in the late ‘80s. The Atlantic 
Bowl football championship, 
the AUS Men’s Basketball 
Championship, the CIAU 
(now USPORTS) Men’s 
Basketball Championship, 
the AUS Women’s Basketball 
Championship and six years of 
regular-season NCAA Division 
One basketball games brought 
outstanding financial success 
and recognition for the Hall. 
 Current board chair 
Rob Randall has been an 
outstanding volunteer and 
friend for over 30 years. 
 “My first year as 
a volunteer, 1988, was 

as treasurer of the CIAU 
basketball event. We made 
$38,000 that year, after the 
event lost money the year 
before,” says Randall. “Bill’s 
motto has always been ‘don’t 
spend what you don’t have,’ and 
that led us to big profits and 
taking the event to the next 
level.”
 In 1985, Robinson 
got involved in a fundraising 
bingo opportunity at Olympic 
Gardens on Halifax’s Cunard 
Street, which later led to the 
Hall’s own bingo operations on 
Kempt Road for 15 years before 
partnering with the Halifax 
Forum in 2005. Bingo has been 
a major source of revenue for 
the Hall. 

Looking back, Robinson 
is extremely satisfied to 
have grown many of these 

events, not only to help the 
Hall, but also to support many 
community organizations. His 

“bIll has a knack 
for brIngIng people 
together, gettIng them 
to help In an upbeat, 
posItIve manner wIth a 
goal to make the event 
the best possIble.”

Bill and Jean Belliveau
Induction 1983

Board Chair Dorothy Walker-Robbins opens the Hall’s 
first permanent location at the Brewery Market, 1983.
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various fundraising efforts helped raise hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for the Hall, but also thousands of dollars for Atlantic 
University Sport, Sport Nova Scotia, the QEII Foundation, local 
sport organizations and community groups.
 “Through these events I met so many amazing wonderful 
business people, volunteers and celebrities,” says Robinson. “It 
helped us get connected with the city and province.”
  Long-time volunteer and supporter of the Hall, George 
Hallett, says, “I didn’t know Bill other than as a football player at 
Saint Mary’s, but through my volunteering we became very close 
friends. Bill has a knack for bringing people together, getting them 
to help in an upbeat, positive manner with a goal to make the event 
the best possible. I see his passion for the Hall all the time and he 
attracts people with that same passion. He’s protective of the Hall.”
 Scotiabank Centre is planned to be the final home of the 
Hall. It’s a facility many consider the best provincial Sport Hall 
of Fame in Canada, and is a result of the efforts of three amazing 
men: Fred MacGillivray, Bill Stanish and Floyd Gaetz.
 MacGillivray, Chair of the board from 2001 to 2010, was 
instrumental in developing the first strategic plan for the Hall, and 
through his efforts, the move to the Metro Centre (now Scotiabank 

Centre) was initiated.
 “Bill had the ability, 
professionalism, intelligence, 
focus and vision—and, most 
importantly, the passion and 
commitment—to make the 
Hall what it is today,” says 
MacGillivray, a builder inductee 
to the Hall in 2016. “He was 
smart enough to bring great 
people to work with him, as 
staff and volunteers, who also 
recognized his commitment and 
enjoyed working with him and 
volunteering with him and for 
the Hall.”
 Hall of Fame builder 
inductee Stanish accepted 
the offer to lead the capital 
campaign for the new location. 
Robinson recalls asking Stanish 
to raise $500,000 to redesign and 
build the Hall at its new site.
“Bill Stanish was the only one 

Ron MacLean was one of hundreds of guest 
celebrities at the Digby Golf Classic.

AUS, CIAU Men’s Basketball Championships and Atlantic Bowl were 
major event management ventures.

Ron MacLean
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who could do it. The respect he had in our community, his persuasive attitude and his love of the Hall were 
key,” Robinson says. “But he refused to raise $500,000. He said he’d only take on the responsibility if he 
could raise $1 million. He did.”
 Past board chair Gaetz took the lead on site development. He was responsible for the actual design 
and construction of today’s facility. 
 “Working with Bill on the project was a pleasure,” 
says Gaetz. “He built teams and, even though he was 
used to working on his own, was open to working with 
all of us to meet our goals. I’ve never seen anyone with 
more passion for what his organization means—and I’ve 
worked with a lot of managing directors in my career.”
 In 2006, the new Hall of Fame officially opened. 
Stanish’s goal of $1 million had been realized, and the 
facility had been built on time and under budget. The 
first year saw 90,000 visitors, and the Hall continues to 
provide an amazing visitor experience at no charge. 

As Robinson embarks on a new career in home 
improvement, travel, and (golf) handicap 
reduction, he wants to say thanks for the 

opportunity he had for 34 years to experience so many 
great people. He moves on knowing that an experienced 
staff of Karolyn Sevcik (the real boss) and Shane 
Mailman, both of whom have worked with him for over 
20 years, will ensure great stability and guidance as the 
Hall’s great friend, Bruce Rainnie, takes the helm. 
   

Bill Stanish and Floyd Gaetz. 

Fred MacGillivray
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 “Looking back, I cannot believe 
how the time has passed, how fortunate 
I have been to have experienced so many 
wonderful people and to be part of an 
organization that promotes amazing Nova 
Scotians and our rich sport heritage,” says 
Robinson.
   Board chair Randall 
says Bill is leaving at the top of his game. 

“He’s done everything he could to build 
as fine a Hall of Fame as he could. It’s 
financially secure, has a great staff and 
strong volunteer base. The Hall is his 
legacy. The Hall of Fame is Bill Robinson 
and Bill Robinson is the Hall of Fame.”

Bill has worked with Shane Mailman and Karolyn Sevcik for 
over 20 years.

One of the developments at the Hall that Bill is most proud of is the Future Hall of Famers education program. Many Hall 
of Famers have volunteered their time as guest speakers to motivate youth to set goals and dream big. Two of the program’s 
most active guest speakers have been Karen Furneaux (left) and Mickey Fox (right). The program is offered free to schools and 
community groups and reaches 15,000 young Nova Scotians each year. 

Karen Furneaux Mickey Fox
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bIll’s all-star volunteers

Over the past 34 years a great team of friends and 
volunteers have helped Bill and the Hall grow and 
be successful. Below are some of these important 
individuals. There have been more special people 
than memory can count, so apologies to any who 
have been left off these lists:  

Bill’s 20-Year All-Stars

•	 Joel Jacobson
 34 years: Induction Awards Night, CIS/AUS   
 basketball, selection committee
•	 Rob Randall
 30 years: Treasurer, CIS/AUS basketball,   
 Board member
•	 Tommy Sweet
 Ambassador, first curator, beloved
•	 Pat Connolly
 25 years: hosting Induction and Chair of  
 selection committee
•	 Bill Kiely
 30 years: selection committee, Board    
 member, Atlantic Bowl
•	 Sandy Young
 20 years: Induction, sport historian
•	 Stephen Russell
 30 years: legal counsel 
•	 Blaise Landry
 25 years: government liaison and ambassador
•	 Gordie Smith
 25 years: Digby Classic, golf tournaments,   
 selection committee
•	 Pat Daly
 23 years: Chair of Golf Tournament, Board   
 member
•	 Bruce Hopkins
 25 years: Digby Classic, CIS/AUS basketball
•	 Mickey Fox
 25 years: No. 1 school presenter, CIS/AUS/  
 NCAA Basketball
•	 Mike Boudreau
 25 years: Digby Classic, NCAA basketball,   
 Board member
•	 Mike Henderson
 25 years: selection committee, Board    
 member
•	 Chris Larsen
 20 years: Digby Classic, sponsor

Joel Jacobson 

Tommy Sweet

Sandy Young

Pat Connolly



•	 George Hallett
 25 years: CIS/AUS/NCAA basketball,   
 selection committee
•		 John Randles
 20+ years: Golf Tournament, selection   
 committee
•	 Angela Manders-Godfrey
 25 years: Digby Classic
•	 Molly Wilson
 20 years: Hall host
•	 Judd Wilson
 20 years: Hall host
•	 Dave Thompson
 20 years: Hall host
•	 Joel Irvine
 25 years: golf committee, Board member,  
•	 Jack Gorrill
 20+ years: golf committee
•	 Morrissey Dunn
 30 years: Digby Classic, event MC
•	 Karen Rostek
 20+ years: Digby Classic, CIS basketball 
•	 Dave MacLean
 25 years: Digby Classic, Board member,   
 selection committee
•	 Bruce Guthro
 25 years: Digby Classic, Songwriters Circle
•	 Barbara-Jo Robinson
 25 years: bingo, CIS basketball, golf    
 tournaments

Significant Contributors 
•	 Don Mills
 Capital campaign, Board Chair, governance
•	 Joan Shoveller
 Ambassador, selection process, induction
•	 Sheila Gray
 Induction, Hall of Fame Golf Tournament 
•	 Steve Pound
 CIS basketball, Board member 
•	 Bruce Rainnie
 Induction, selection committee
•	 Mark Smith
 Chair selection committee, revised selection   
 process, Board member, education program
•	 Julie Marston
 Digby Classic, staff member, ambassador
•	 Karen Furneaux
 Education program, Board, ambassador 

For questions or comments regarding the newsletter, please contact Katie Tanner 
at 902-404-3343 / katie@nsshf.com.

Bruce Hopkins and 
Chris Larsen
Digby Classic

Don Mills (centre) receives volunteer of the year award.

Joan Shoveller
Induction Night 

Mark Smith and Bruce Rainnie, Induction 2002


