
The Hall of Fame’s Future Hall of Famers education program is 
thrilled to welcome artistic gymnast and Olympian Ellie Black 
as its newest ambassador and guest speaker. Ellie is the 2013 and 
2014 Canadian National All-Around Champion and the 2014 
Commonwealth Games balance beam champion.

 Born and raised in 
Halifax and training out of Alta 
Gymnastics, Ellie is looking 
forward to giving back to the 
community. “I am very excited 
to join and to hopefully inspire 
younger kids and athletes to 
go for their dreams and not be 
afraid,” she says.
 The current Dalhousie 
University kinesiology student 
has a clear message that she 
wants to share with kids: “You 
have to dream big and, when 
faced with obstacles, not give up 
but keep fighting through.”
 She brings a unique 
perspective as the first female 
gymnast from Nova Scotia to 
go to the Olympics, placing 
fifth with the Canadian team at the 2012 Games. “I was still going to school and 
having a normal life and competing at that high level,” says Ellie, who advanced 
to the finals in vault in London. “I went to high school like everyone else.”
 Even at a young age, Ellie has already had her share of challenges to 
overcome. “I got injured right before the Canada Games in 2011,” she recalls. “I 
took a lot away from that injury; I worked on my weaknesses and it shaped me 
into the athlete I am today.”
 “I’m really excited to be going around the province and speaking to Nova 
Scotians and young athletes,” says Ellie, who is currently training for the 2015 
Pan American Games and the 2016 Olympics. 
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ElliE Black Joins Education Program as amBassador:
Olympic gymnast inspires students with her story



Joseph 
(Joe) Tidd, 
member 
of the 
national 
champion 
1973 
and ‘75 
Bridgetown 

Lawn Bowling teams (inducted 
1982), passed away at age 84 
January 15, 2015. Joe was a lifetime 
member of both the Bridgetown 
Lawn Bowling and Curling Clubs. 
The 1973 lawn bowling team was 
the first Nova Scotia team to win the 
Canadian title.   

Cisco System Inc. and the Hall of Fame are pleased to announce a three-year sponsorship agreement that 
will see Cisco become the title sponsor of the Hall’s theatre. The naming rights will be the first step in an 
exciting new partnership that will assist the Hall with future networking products and services related to 
communications and information technology. 

Hall of Fame CEO Bill Robinson stated that, “Our goal is to 
continue to make the Hall of Fame facility an interactive, first-
class destination and experience, and having a company like 
Cisco as a partner will ensure that goal is attainable.”

The Cisco Theatre 
provides a great 
viewing experience 
for visitors and a 
presentation area 
for school groups to 
enjoy the Future Hall 
of Famers program.

sPonsors Hall of famE tHEatrE
WitH tHrEE-YEar agrEEmEnt

in mEmoriam: Dugger McNeil, Puddy Reardon, Joe Tidd 

Douglas “Dugger” McNeil, a 
three-time inductee to the Nova 
Scotia Sport Hall of Fame, passed 
away at age 87 January 18, 2015, 
in Halifax.
Dugger was a defenceman who 
played in the Montreal Canadiens 
organization in the late 1940s after 
starring with the 1948 Halifax 
Saint Mary’s Juniors (inducted 
to the Hall in 2002). Dugger 
was playing coach with the two-
time Alexander Cup champion 

Halifax Atlantics of 1952 to 
1954 (inducted in 1980). He was 
inducted individually as an athlete 
in 1988.
Dugger was elected to the Nova 
Scotia Legislature in the 1960s and 
was well-known as owner/operator 
of Dugger’s Men’s Wear in Halifax 
for more than 40 years. 

Robert “Puddy” Reardon, a Hall 
member (2002) as part of the Saint 
Mary’s Junior’s Hockey club, died 

in Halifax January 22, 2015. Puddy 
was chief referee of the AUAA 
Football Referees Association for 25 
years. 

Hall of Fame CEO Bill Robinson and Cisco 
Regional VP, Atlantic Rod Murphy
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Over the past decade the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame has had a strong core of dedicated volunteers that 
have assisted in the success of the Hall. One of those volunteers and leaders was recently recognized for his 
efforts and was announced as the Volunteer of the Year for 2014.

Don Mills of Halifax, who is known as a community leader through his company CRA, was presented 
with the Volunteer of the Year award at the 2014 Induction Awards Night on November 1. Don (centre) 

received the award from Chronicle Herald 
promotions manager Kevin Sanford (left) 
and Hall of Fame CEO Bill Robinson 
(right). 

Don started his involvement with the 
Hall as a member of the capital campaign 
that raised a million dollars for the new 
Hall facility. From there Don joined the 
Board of Directors in an active role on the 
executive and then as Chair of the Board. 
Don brought business knowledge and 
governance and oversaw the Board and staff 
with passion, drive, and results. 

croWd of 700 attEnds induction nigHt 2014
On Saturday, November 1, 2014, a crowd of 700 people gathered at the World Trade and Convention Centre 
to watch eight new inductees join the Hall of Fame. Bruce Rainnie returned as master of ceremonies, eliciting 
heartfelt and humorous responses from the inductees during the onstage interviews. The audience was treated 
to video montages prepared by Egg Studios, and the ceremony was followed by a reception. The newest Hall 
of Famers enshrined at the 2014 Induction Night were Dr. Cathy Campbell, Kevin Dugas, Scott Fraser, 
Anthony Hall, Theresa MacCuish (pictured below with Bruce Rainnie), Richard G. Munro, Ken Poole, and 
the 1998 Truro TSN Bearcats hockey club. Many other honoured inductees were also in attendance.

don mills namEd VoluntEEr of tHE YEar
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As he reached a momentous milestone in February, Rick Bowness moved into elite company in the National 
Hockey League. On February 7, the Halifax-raised  Bowness, an inductee to the Nova Scotia Sport Hall 
of Fame in 1997, coached his 2,000th NHL game – in a career spanning 31 years as a head, associate and 
assistant coach. 

Bowness, 60, is currently associate coach with Tampa Bay Lightning 
after being head coach at Winnipeg, Ottawa, Boston, New York 
Islanders and Phoenix and an assistant and/or associate at Winnipeg, 
New York, Phoenix and Vancouver. 
“I’ve seen so many coaches come and go,” Bowness said in Halifax 
after attending the funeral of his great family friend, Dugger McNeil 
in January. “I know the perils but I’ve been fortunate. It’s been 31 
years (in coaching) but I’m still going strong.” 
A centreman, Bowness played 173 games in the NHL through seven 
years with Atlanta, St. Louis, Detroit and Winnipeg, scoring 18 goals 
and 37 assists. 
“The pressure is always there to win (as a coach),” he admits, “the 
same as it was 31 years ago. You have to have the passion and the 
pride.” 
His wife, Judy, admires the accomplishment of 2,000 games coached. 
“Rick has the character and work ethic, plus the great reputation. He 
has never been without a job or a contract since he started coaching.” 
Rick, a great teacher of players, says he loves working with the 
youngsters coming onto his teams. “I love what I do. There’s never a 

day, game or practice, that I don’t want to go to the rink. I tell Judy when that day comes is when I’ll hang 
‘em up.” Rick’s feat was celebrated by the Lightning as family and friends from Nova Scotia attended the 
February 7 game in Tampa. 

rick BoWnEss coacHEs 2,000tH nHl gamE

formEr noVa scotian cis HockEY stars
The CIS hockey championships will be held in Halifax at the Scotiabank Centre March 12-15. Here are some 
Hall of Famers who played CIS hockey. Learn more by visiting the Hall of Fame during the tournament.

Paul MacLean, Antigonish: AUAA title 
with Dalhousie, an NHL All-Star who 

played for 10 seasons, Olympian (1980)

Mac Davis, Tidnish: Saint Mary’s 
University All-Canadian, NHL sniper 

with the Buffalo Sabres

Dave Andrews (right), Halifax: 
Dalhousie MVP, President of the 

American Hockey League since 1994

1800 Argyle St., Suite 446, Halifax, NS  B3J 3N84



1700+ PEoPlE Visit Hall for

timBits HockEY JamBorEE

On Sunday, January 11, over 1,700 people visited 
the Hall of Fame, which was open all day for the 
Tim Hortons Timbits Hockey Jamboree. Young 
Timbits players and their families visited the Hall 
between games and enjoyed practicing their hockey 
skills in the Tim Hortons sport simulator. 

nEW artEfacts on disPlaY

Gold medal presented to 
Buddy Daye by the World 

Boxing Association in 
recognition of his many 

accomplishments. 

Signed soccer cleat given to Dr. 
Cathy Campbell by women’s 

national team captain Christine 
Sinclair. 

Gold medal won by Colleen 
Jones at the 2004 Continental 
Cup of Curling in Medicine 

Hat, Alberta. 

BroWsE our collEction onlinE
Go to NovaMuse.ca to search over 7,000 
items from our collection. Find photos of your 
favourite Nova Scotia team and everything else 
from lawn bowling balls to hockey sweaters. 
Discover great moments in Nova Scotia sport!

Did you know Jacques Plante played against a Halifax 
team? Above: The Quebec Citadels play the Halifax St. Mary’s 
at the Halifax Forum, 1947/48. Doug Burns (Halifax) skates 
past Len Shaw and Jacques Plante (sitting) of the Citadels. 
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nEW dirEctors Join tHE Hall of famE Board
Ian Sullivan and Patrick Lahey have joined the Hall of Fame’s Board of Directors. 

Ian is a director at large who will bring valuable human resources experience to the Board. A partner at Venor 
Search Group in Halifax, Ian is originally from Antigonish and graduated from Saint Francis Xavier Univer-
sity. He has worked in an executive role in human resources consulting for over 13 years and has a trusted and 
respected reputation in the Atlantic business community.

Patrick is the Cape Breton Regional Representative and has a strong background in accounting and business ad-
visory. A Cape Breton University business alumnus, Patrick is an adviser in Grant Thornton’s Sydney office, with 
a wide and varied knowledge of many industries. He was a star player with the UCB men’s basketball team.

rEcEnt EVEnts at tHE Hall of famE
On January 15, the Hall of Fame hosted the BMO Hockey Heroes Weekend launch, which was attended by 
NHL alum and former Toronto Maple Leafs defenceman Al Iafrate. The BMO Hockey Heroes Weekend raises 
money for the Heart and Stroke Foundation.

In January, Benoit Groulx, head coach for Canada’s World Junior gold medal hockey team, visited the Hall.

On January 28, the Hall was one of the dinner venues for Blind Date with a Star, an event that raised money 
to support Chisholm Services for Children.

On February 10, the Hall of Fame hosted an NHL media conference announcing an exhibition game between 
the New York Islanders and the Carolina Hurricanes that will be held at Scotiabank 
Centre in Halifax on September 26.

The Hall assisted Hockey Day in Canada organizers by providing historical hockey 
photos, information on Starr Skates, and items from the collection that were filmed 
by SportNet for use in their broadcasts.  

The Hall of Fame presented the Future Hall of Famers education program to students 
at Ross Road School for Hockey Day in Canada on February 12, with Joe DiPenta 
joining the program as a guest speaker. The Hall was also open February 13 and 14 for 
the Hockey Day in Canada Moosheads games, welcoming over 1,200 visitors.

February 20, Ellie Black, the Future Hall of Famers education program’s newest ambassador, delivered her first 
presentation as a guest speaker at the Hall of Fame, sharing her story with students from John Martin Jr. High. 

2015 EVEnt scHEdulE
• June 10-12: CASH National Conference, hosted by the Hall of Fame
• June 10: 2015 Inductees media conference, announcing this year’s inductees
• June 18: Annual General Meeting
• June 25: Hall of Fame 20th anniversary golf tournament, New Ashburn Golf Club
• September 17-18: Fifth Annual Invitational Golf Tournament, Fox Harb’r Golf Resort & Spa
• November 14: 2015 Induction Awards Night
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anotHEr YEar of nEtWorking WitH tHE gold cluB

The Gold Club is the Hall of Fame’s corporate networking group, which provides excellent value throughout 
the year with eight high-quality and entertaining events. The next event will be an evening of award-winning 
music with Bruce Guthro’s Songwriters Circle, where Bruce is joined by fellow singer/songwriters for an 
unforgetable evening on March 11. For more information on the Gold Club, please contact Karolyn Sevcik at 
902-404-3321 / karolyn@nsshf.com

Visit tHE Hall during Exciting sPorting EVEnts

Hall to Host 2015 casH confErEncE in Halifax

March and April will be exciting 
months for sports fans in Halifax. 
The Scotiabank Centre will host the 
CIS hockey championships March 
12-15, followed by the Men’s 
World Curling Championships 
March 28-April 5. The Hall of 
Fame will be open for all games 
and draws, and admission is free as 
always. New exhibits will also be 
on display, featuring Nova Scotian 
hockey players and curlers such as 
Mark Dacey (pictured right).

The Hall of Fame will host the 2015 Canadian Association for Sport Heritage 
(CASH) conference June 10-12. The conference take place every two years and 
invites representatives from sport heritage organizations across the country to 
share ideas at a variety of sessions. Topics will range from induction processes, 
to education programming and new technology. The conference will also 
provide the opportunity to showcase many of Nova Scotia’s great cultural and 
historical attractions to attendees from out of province.

WHErE arE tHEY noW: Hall of famEr HigHligHts
Congratualtions to 2014 Inductee Dr. Cathy Campbell, who was named the Community 
Sport Medicine Physician for 2014 by the Canadian Academy of Sport and Exercise 
Medicine. Dr. Campbell has built sport as a coach, administrator, educator, and medical 
expert for over 40 years. She coached Canadian champion and Hall of Famer Cecilia Branch 
for eight years and has served 11 years as team physician for the Canadian Women’s soccer 
team. The first woman in North America to be appointed General Medical Officer for the 
FIFA World Cup Canada, she will be lead physician at the 2015 FIFA Women’s World Cup.

connEct WitH tHE Hall 
of famE onlinE 

@nsshf
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triVia: HoW WEll do You knoW noVa scotia sPort?

contriButE to tHE collEction: looking for PHotos and VidEo

The Hall of Fame is looking to expand its photo and video collection. Any photos 
or video of Hall of Famers or significant historical sporting events are appreciated 
contributions. Due to limited storage space, we can only accept digital copies of 
photos and video, but we are happy to scan or convert any materials that would be 
enhancements to the collection. If you have any photos or video that you would 
like to be considered for addition to the collection, please contact Katie Wooler at 
902-404-3343 / katie@nsshf.com

call for VoluntEErs: EVEnt suPErVisors nEEdEd
The Hall of Fame is always looking for more volunteers to help out as event 
supervisors before and during Scotiabank Centre events. Volunteers make it 
possible for the Hall of Fame to keep its doors open free-of-charge to the public 
during these extra hours. Event supervisors open, close, and oversee the museum 
gallery, greeting and assisting visitors. Volunteer shifts are flexible and average two 
to four hours. This is a great opportunity for anyone who enjoys interacting with 
people in a lively environment. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Katie Wooler at 902-404-3343 / katie@nsshf.com

1. In what year did the 
Halifax Forum host its first 
hockey game (The Halifax 
Crescents vs. the Truro 
Bearcats)?
a. 1925  b.1927
c.1930  d.1932

2. Born in Herring 
Cove, he was one of 
the world’s best single 
skulls rowers in the 
1870s:
a. Cliff Shand  
b. Evan Morris
c. George Brown
d. Robert Mills

3. In 1927 a Nova Scotia 
team won the first ever ...?
a. Organized basketball  
    game 
b. Allan Cup 
c. Brier Tankard  
d. Canada Winter Games

4. Sue Holloway 
competed in two 
Olympic sports: 
paddling and ...?
a. Biathlon 
b. Bobsled 
c. Cycling  
d. Cross-country ski

Trivia Answers: 1. b) 2. c) 3. c) 4. d)

Answers can be found at the bottom of this page.

from our arcHiVEs: a PiEcE of noVa scotia HistorY
The 1951 MacDonald Brier Tankard curling champions— 
Don Oyler, Geroge Hansen, Fred Dyke and Wally Knock of 
the Kentville “Glooscap” Curling Club. The Glooscap Club 
was the only curling rink to go undefeated in a MacDonald 
Brier championship during the 28 years of 
MacDonald Brier competitions. They were inducted 
in 1980. Footage from the 1951 Brier can be found 
on our YouTube channel.


